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. This’ report was’ collected on 16 January 1968 in the SAIGON/GIA DINH area .
Source is not available at the NIC for further exploitation.
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-Upon arrival at BA Mountain, PHU*CAT District *BINH DINH Province, SVN, the
Company 61 unit and individual medical’ supply issue was nearly exhausted. Malaria
was the most. common disease. Over LO percent of the 70-man company was affected.
As food shortages became more serious, dycentery and beriberi increased, Troops :
complained over the lack of medical care. Cadres were unsuccessful in attempts .

to build up the morale of the troops., Many soldlersL; """""""" felt i
that they would die because of lack of food and medical supplies,, =~ 7
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.1, Upon‘arriving in the BA Mountain area, PHU CAT Distriet, BINH DINH Province,
‘ SVN, in early November 1967, Company 61 (total strength: 70 men) had nearly
exhausted its medical supplies which had been issued prior to departure on
10 June 1967 at NGOC LIEN Village, NGOC L4AC District, THANH HOA Province,
NVN. The individuad medical issue consisted of: 20 white quinine tgblets,
2 bandages, and 20 water purification tablets, In addition, the company
nurse had two orthree small boxes of medicine,

2, "No sicknesses were contracted until the infiltration group (designation
o unknown, total strength of 500 men) arrived in laos, Malaria was the most
commonly contracted disease, In Company 61, only a few (number unknown)
came down with the disease, However, the incidence of disease increased
sharply after the group entered SVN in QUANG NAM Province, and after Company
61 arrived in the BA Mountain area.

3o, Individual medical dissues were nearly gone, which was further complicated

' by ‘spoilage. Quinine tablets had degenerated into powder form and were not
used, since they were considered to be spoiled. Three out of every seven -
men were affected by malaria at any given tine, Medical treatment consisted
of two quinine tablets per day for two days for no matter how serious the
malaria case, Troops who had exhausted their quinine issue reported to the
company nurse who distributed the tablets. His supply was also nearly exhausted,
No deaths were attributed to malaria. -

The only preventive measures taken against malaria were the use of mosquito
++ nets-and the application of a very limited supply of mosquito repellant

" (NVN origin). The repellant was used sparingly over exposed skin areas,

When applied, the repellant was found to be effective; however, upon arrivial
in SVN, the two one-centimeter size repellant ampules had been exhausted. .
No preventive tablets were issued.

. As’food shortages began to occur, the incidence of both dysentery and beriberi
. inereased ‘sharply, Treatment for beriberi consisted of two quinine tablets

- per day, for two days. No improvement was found after treatment. No other
measures were introduced to treat this disease. kbout 4O to 50 percent of the
company. suffered from this disease,

_ 6. About“four out of every seven squad members suffered from dysentery/ / " 3.3(h)(2)

'EBEB€§§TEfé what turned out to be spoiled salted shrimp, and all contracted
dysentery. The time lost from duty by this disease ranged from five to six
days. Reoccurring attacks were common., Treatment consisted of four white
tablets (type and origin unknown). Two or three tablets were given daily
for the ‘first few days. No other treatment was given because of lack of
medical supplies. One death was attributed to dysentery. The man who died had
a history of sicknesses since he began to infiltrate, suffering from dysentery,
beriberi,and malaria., Prior to his death, he contracted a light case of
malaria,- B : § i
. 7. As the incidence of disease increased, ecmplaints became common among the 313Uﬂ(2)'
‘ﬂ?“'vtT°°P5?5MhﬁY£;;¥;;' declared openly that with no medical supplies,
they would d rdﬁ’I&Eﬁ‘Bf‘ﬁé&icine. Attempts by cadres to boost their
morale were unsuccessful. Cadres stated that there would continue to be
medical shortages, that they did not know when they would be medically
resupplied, However, in the meantime, everyone should try to keep heathy
and free  from disease by not drinking unboiled water and not sleeping without
mosquito nets o) 3.3(h)(2




